Assessment in Bird of Prey Care and Management.
Assessments will be held at Eagle Heights which is recognised by the Open College Network as an approved centre.  The assessment will have a theory part which tests underlying knowledge and practical component to show that you have necessary skills.  
If you have a bird of prey which is well manned you can bring this along to help with the practical parts of the assessment.  (Note: Eagle Heights does not accept any responsibility for your bird whilst here). You will need to bring along a suitable perch, food and over-night accommodation (e.g. car box) and other equipment. Day-time weathering space is available. 
All assessments are carried out under procedures approved by the Open College Network who will accredit the assessment.

 There are 10 Units to be assessed:

Introductory Units at Entry Level

1.
Introduction to Bird of Prey Care (includes identification, health & welfare, law)
2.
Carry out routine feeding of Birds of Prey

3.
Assist with flying a Bird of Prey
4.
Assist with handling and restraining a bird of prey for a specific task

5.
Tethering a bird of prey

Units at Level One

6.
Developing Practice in Bird of Prey Care (includes health, welfare, feeding 
and accommodation)
7.
Feed a bird of prey on the fist

8.
Weighing a Bird of Prey

9.
Carry out Routine Cleaning of Birds of Prey Accommodation

10.
Move and exercise a Bird of Prey.
The Methods of assessment are:

· Multiple-choice test.  You will answer a series of questions for which you must choose the best answer from several that are given.  The questions may be written or spoken and may be accompanied by pictures, items of equipment or live birds.  The multiple choice tests will be conducted with groups under examination conditions.  Your completed test paper will provide evidence of your answers for Open College Network.

· Oral question & answer.  In a one-to-one interview situation you will be asked a series of questions by the assessor who will make a note of your answers on a checklist.  This will provide evidence of your answers for Open College Network.

· Practical demonstration.  In a one-to-one situation with the assessor you will be asked to perform a series of tasks related to bird of prey management and handling skills.  The assessor will note down what you do and you may be videoed as further evidence for OCN.
· Simulated practical demonstration.  It is sometimes difficult to assess real tasks to order.  For example if the task requires that a bird is caste or otherwise handled for the purpose it may cause undue stress for the bird.  In these instances a simulation using models or pieces of dummy equipment may be used.  The assessor will note down what you do and you may be videoed as further evidence for OCN.

· Portfolio Evidence.  You are advised to bring along copies photographs, plans of accommodation, written statements from witnesses and references from people who are familiar with your bird of prey keeping activities.  If you have done a formal practical bird of prey keeping or falconry course you may have a certificate as evidence of completion.  All this can be used as supplementary evidence for the assessment.  Please do not bring originals: bring only copies that you can leave behind.  
The following table shows which Units are assessed by each method of assessment: 
*Indicates that this method will be used:

	UNIT TITLE
	Multiple choice test
	Oral question & answer
	Practical demonstration
	Simulated practical Demonstration
	Portfolio Evidence

	Introduction to Bird of Prey Care
	*
	*
	
	
	*

	Routine feeding of Birds of Prey
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Assist with flying a Bird of Prey


	
	*
	*
	
	*

	Assist with handling and restraining a bird of prey 
	
	*
	
	*
	*

	Tethering a bird of prey
	
	*
	*
	
	*

	Developing Bird of Prey Care
	*
	*
	*
	
	*

	Feed a bird of prey on the fist
	
	*
	*
	
	

	Weighing a Bird of Prey
	
	*
	*
	
	

	Carry out Routine Cleaning of Birds of Prey Accommodation
	*
	*
	
	*
	

	Move and exercise a Bird of Prey


	
	*
	*
	*
	


Pre-assessment Course:
You will be sent details of the syllabus to be assessed before you attend for the assessment.  However you also can attend an optional pre-assessment course as a “dry-run” for the assessment.  This will lead you through the assessment requirements and introduce you to the format of the assessment itself.  It won’t however give you sight of the actual test questions!  There is an additional cost for the pre-assessment course.
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