
CHARITY AND GOOD

WORKS PROFILE

RESCUE WORK

Eagle Heights opened in 1996.  During this time we have taken many animals from the RSPCA and the general public, we are not a charity and therefore we receive no funding except from the general public that visits us.  This is where the money comes from to help care for these animals.

CAPTIVE BRED BIRDS

ALL THE BIRDS BELOW WERE EITHER FOUND, UNWANTED, ABANDONED OR SUBJECTS OF CRUELTY.

THEY ALL ARRIVED FROM 1997 TO DATE VIA THE RSPCA, MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OR OTHER RESCUE CENTRES.

SPECIES




QUANTITY

Barn Owls





          63

Snowy Owls






3

European Eagle Owls




5

Turkmenian Eagle Owls




1

Buzzards






7

Bengal Eagle Owls





4

Red Tailed Hawks





2

Harris Hawks






4

Little Owl






2

Sparrowhawk





1

SPECIES




QUANTITY
Great Horned Owl





2

African Spotted Eagle Owl




2

Peregrine Falcon





2

Lanner Falcon





1

GyrxSaker Falcon





1

Song Thrush






1

Medium Sulphur Crested Cockatoo


1

Dusky Lorikeet





1

Cockatiel






1

African Grey






1

Golden Mantled Rosella




2

Nanday Conure





1

Green Woodpecker





1

Swift







1

Chicken






2








------------------





TOTAL

  112

ALL OF THE ABOVE WERE RE-HOMED, RE-UNITED WITH OWNERS OR STAYED AT EAGLE HEIGHTS.

WILD BIRDS

All of the birds below are wild birds that have either come to Eagle Heights via the RSPCA or the general public

SPECIES





QUANTITY
Tawny Owls







8

Released back to the wild after

Treatment







7

Died








1

Barn Owl







1

Released back into the wild after treatment.


1

SPECIES





QUANTITY
Buzzard







1

Released back into wild after treatment

Kestrels







74

Released back into the wild after treatment


54

Died on arrival or shortly afterwards



7

Unfit for release and stayed at Eagle

Heights
or re-homed




          13

Sparrowhawks






30

Released back into the wild after treatment


12

Dead on arrival or died shortly after


Treatment







13

Unfit for release and were re-homed



5

Hobby








6

Unfit for release and stayed at Eagle Heights


3

Died








2

Unfit for release and re-homed




1

Little Owls






          11

Released back into the wild after treatment


6

Died








5

Long Eared Owl






3

Stayed at Eagle Heights as unfit for release


1

Died from severe injuries





2

Peregrine







2

Released back into wild





2

Marsh Harrier






1

Stayed at Eagle Heights as

Unfit to release back into wild




1





TOTAL
       
137

83 OF THE ABOVE BIRDS WERE RELEASED BACK INTO THE WILD

30 WERE DEAD ON ARRIVAL OR DIED SHORTLY AFTERWARDS

24 STAYED AT EAGLE HEIGHTS OR WERE REHOMED.

REPTILES



All reptiles have arrived via the RSPCA or the general public as unwanted or abandoned animals.
SPECIES




QUANTITY


Leopard Frog





1

Living at Eagle Heights




1

Common Snapping Turtle




2

Living at Eagle Heights




1

Died







1
Bosc Monitor






2

Living at Eagle Heights




1

Died of cancer





1

Californian King Snakes




3

Living at Eagle Heights




3

SPECIES




QUANTITY
Tortoises






3

Living at Eagle Heights




3

Iguanas






9

Living at Eagle Heights




8

Died







1

Albino King Snake





1

Living at Eagle Heights




1

Boas







2

Living at Eagle Heights         



1

Re-homed






1

Burmese






4

Living Eagle Heights




2

Re-homed






2

Royal Pythons





2

Living at Eagle Heights




2




Terrapins





          18

Living at Eagle Heights




8

Re-homed





          10

Geckos






2

Living at Eagle Heights




2

Albino Corn Snake





1

Re-homed






1

SPECIES




QUANTITY

Black King Snake





1

Living at Eagle Heights




1

Plated Lizard






1

Living at Eagle Heights




1

African Land Snails





8

Living at Eagle Heights




8

Soft Shelled Turtle





3

Living at Eagle Heights




1

Died







2








----------------------






TOTAL
    63

OF THE ABOVE REPTILES 45 ARE STILL LIVING AT EAGLE HEIGHTS

5 DIED, 13 WERE REHOMED
FREE TICKETS

Many local school and charity organisations request free entrance tickets for raffles etc., in fund raising events.  Since we opened Eagle Heights has donated approximately 380.

FREE TICKETS/DONATIONS

FOR GROUPS

Since we opened in 1996 we have extended invitations to local charities for free group visits including Variety Club of Great Britain and, the most recent, Chernobyl Children Life Line (this invitation will be extended annually).  We have donated to Children with Leukemia once a year, purchased a medical kit for a local children’s football club and donated Bird of Prey Experience Days to auctions for Epilepsy, local schools and the Countryside Alliance.

FREE OFF SITE 

LECURES/DISPLAYS

These have been extended to MIND and Great Ormond Street Hospital on various occasions.

BREEDING PROGRAMME

Any breeding programme is undertaken to safeguard the future of a species.  Many species are in such decline that captive breeding is the only way of ensuring that natural habitats can one day be re-populated when it is safe to do so and when there is enough of a  world-wide captive population of different bloodlines to support it.

In just 5 years Eagle Heights has sent birds to zoological establishments all over the world.  Countries including: Singapore, Canada, Tenerife, Greece, Malta, Spain, Sweden and dozens of UK collections.   All birds have been young or sub-adult and will one day breed.  The off-spring will then enter what we call the International Dating Agency for Birds of Prey. 

In 2002 Eagle Heights very nearly became the first centre to release Bald Eagles in the USA.  Unfortunately, “red-tape” caused such a delay that the programme has been postponed until 2003.  No other UK centre has tried this.

All species need a multiple amount of breeding pairs in captivity to support a release programme.  Different blood lines are needed and back-up pairs and surplus birds must be held in case one of the established pairs dies

Any release programme must also be carried out in habitants that are safeguarded.  A bird cannot be released into a tree if someone is going to cut it down. The whole programme as you can see becomes vast.

Certain species in the wild are at good numbers at the moment but could go into freefall and possibly become extinct if we do not intervene.  Loss of habitat and human population encroachment mean they are in danger.   This is where we can step in, take young birds under license from government authorities and set up captive breeding programmes.

Below is a list of birds bred at Eagle Heights to date:

20 Kestrels                     
8 Cape Eagle Owls

13 Harris Hawks               
5 European Buzzards

7 Lanner Falcons               
5 Snowy Owls

12 Barn Owls                   
13 European Eagle Owls

3 Red Tails


6 Steppe Eagles

1 Tawny Owl


6 Bald Eagles


Total: 99 Birds

List of species now “paired up”:

African Spotted Eagle Owl
Martial Eagle

Little Owl


Booted Eagle

Black Kite


Golden Eagle

Bateleur Eagle


Lugger Falcon

Straited Caracara

Turkey Vulture

Ferrugineus Hawk

Black Vulture

Palm Nut Vulture

Hobby

Brahminny Kite

Oriental Hawk Owl

Eagle Heights has also re-established Barn-Owls and European Buzzards into the Darent Valley.  This has taken a huge amount of time, effort and knowledge, not only in the birds but establishing and securing the food and habitat to support these species.  Commitment is paramount.

When the time is right we will release as many birds as possible.  If the situation is right, the number are untold. Birds of Prey held at Eagle Heights are not there just for “collective value”.   As a conservation centre we hold them “in trust” for the future.  We will always promise to put back what needs to be put back in SAFE areas.

THE ASIAN OR INDIAN WHITE BACKED VULTURE

This bird (Gyps bengalensis) only a decade ago was high on the list of “commonest bird of prey in the world”.  Around 1900 only12 Indian White Backs were in the whole of European zoological collections.  They were not seen as a species in need of any form of help as their numbers were so high.   However, things can change literally overnight. 

The Asian White Backed Vulture is now not an endangered species, it’s even worse.   It is CRITICALLY endangered.   A highly virulent and contagious virus is wiping out the species.  No cure is yet known and there are next to none in the form of captive breeding as no numbers were ever imported to support this.  If ten years ago zoological collections had done what Eagle Heights is trying to do then maybe there would be the potential for high numbers to be release once a cure for the virus is found.   If this species does survive it would be an unbelievable time span for a recover to occur.  They lay just one egg per year.   In captivity through human intervention and artificial incubation this could be 3-4 eggs per year.  We can see the obvious benefits of captive breeding.

THE INDIAN LUGGER FALCON
This species (Falco jugger) was once a very common species throughout Northern and Southern India.  They were so common that they were easily trapped and used as decoys to lure in larger Saker Falcons that were then used in Arabian Falconry.

The Lugger however is now an endangered species listed as Annex A, appendix 1 on the CITES red. list.   Widespread use of DDT pesticides has decimated the population in the same way as it did to Peregrine Falcons and Sparrowhawks in the UK during the 50s and 60s.

The biggest population of Luggers outside of India is in captivity in the UK.  If pesticides are stopped and a re-introduction is planned then the UK population will be able to   provide the birds.

RECYCLING PROJECT

It is vital that our visitors understand that conserving the natural environment in which we all exist is the most important issue.  Without the correct habitat there will be no wildlife, except in establishments like Eagle Heights.  We will then become a museum with live exhibits.

The future of our country and indeed much of the world’s wildlife is in our hands.  Eagle Heights has a responsibility to act as a platform for generating awareness through education about environmental issues, promote sound behavior and help prevent ecological disasters.  One way in which Eagle Heights can educate and inspire the general public (and indeed our own staff) is through drawing attention to problems such as overfilling landfill sites and over using natural resources.  Hence we have recycling bins situated in our car park for all to use.  We are visited by many people each year and so far our project has been extremely successful, with many return visitors bringing their recycling with them.  We started in 2002 with bottles, paper and cans and hope to increase this to cardboard in 2003.  In and around Eagle Heights we recycle all that we can by placing different rubbish bins for different types of rubbish.  We always recycle any wood for maintenance of aviaries and perching in aviaries is taken from wind falls, we do not cut anything down.


